
 
May 15, 2019 
 
 
 
  
Dear English I Honors Students and Parents,  
 
Welcome to the Honors English program at Warren Township High School. The summer reading program 
focuses on the development of critical reading skills and builds a foundation of literary classics that will 
help prepare students to be successful in the Advanced Placement English courses offered at the junior 
and senior levels.  
 
The summer reading assignment for students enrolled in English I Honors during the 2019-2020 school 
year is attached to this letter.  
 
English I Honors students will read the play A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. During their 
reading, in order to interact with the play, they will annotate the book by writing directly in the text.  
Students will need to purchase a copy of this play for the critical reading activities they will complete as 
part of the summer assignment. Copies are available for purchase at Barnes and Noble or online through 
vendors such as Amazon.  Avoid purchasing the “Unfilmed Original Screenplay with a commentary by 
Spike Lee” as it has different scenes and characters.  
 
The reading must be completed by the opening day of school, August 15. The in-text annotations must be 
completed by Monday, August 19 and will be the first major assessment of the semester.  Students will 
underline/highlight and label the text for the four focus topics listed on the next page. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at (847) 599-4669 or kmohr@wths.net if you have questions regarding this 
assignment. The e-mail contact will usually result in a more prompt response.  
 
Sincerely,   
Katie Mohr 
O’Plaine Honors Freshman English PLT leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Honors English I Summer Reading Assignment 2019-2020 
 

Over the summer, you will read A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry.  You need to purchase your 
copy at a local bookstore or from an online service. 
   
The Assignment: 
As you read the play, thoroughly annotate in your book. You do not need to read/annotate the 
introductory or supplemental materials.  To be specific, the annotations must include both highlighted or 
underlined passages or phrases and written margin notes clarifying their importance.   
 
NOTE:  Highlighting/underlining alone will result in a failing grade. The margin notes MUST explain the 
relevance or purpose of the annotation focus topics listed below.  
 
Annotation Focus Topics:  

1) Themes: poverty, dreams/goals, race relations, love (romantic, platonic, familial), 
sexism/gender discrimination, courage, injustice/justice, and heritage 

2) Symbols and their significance or purpose: i.e. Mama’s plant, Beneatha’s hair, apartment/house 
3) Characterization 
4) Literary devices: simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, irony, foreshadowing, imagery 

 
These annotations will be checked and graded on Monday, August 19, 2019.  They will also be referenced 
for various class assignments.  

 
Below are the grading criteria for the assignment.  

 

English Honors Annotation Grading Criteria 
 
 

5 

Annotations frequently identify and comment on characterization, themes, world/social relationships, 
repetition of ideas, and literary devices (simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, irony). Annotations 
go beyond the text to include inferences and predictions about character motivation and symbolism. 
Annotations are not perfect, but show an effort to interact with the text thoughtfully and thoroughly, 
and may include text to text, text to self, and text to world connections. 

 
 

4 

Annotations often identify and comment on characterization, themes, world/social relationships, 
repetition of ideas, and literary devices (simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, irony). Annotations 
may go beyond the text to include inferences and predictions about character motivation and 
symbolism.  Annotations are not perfect, but often show an effort to interact with the text thoughtfully. 

  
3 

Annotations sometimes identify characterization, themes, world/social relationships, and literary 
devices (simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, irony).  Annotations are far from perfect, and 
infrequently show an effort to interact with the text thoughtfully. 

 
2 

Annotations infrequently identify characterization, thematic ideas, and literary devices. Annotations 
show recognition of author’s meaning, but do not show an effort to interact with the text thoughtfully. 

 
1 

Annotations never or very infrequently identify characterization, thematic ideas, and literary devices. 
Annotations are incomplete, and show no effort to interact with the text thoughtfully. 

 

Questions anytime over the summer can be directed to Mrs. Mohr (Phone: 847-599-4669) or e-mail: 
kmohr@wths.net. Emails will generally bring a more prompt reply. 

 
 


